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Key questions for project-focused research on  

green economy transitions

1. Who has stake in the project, and how is power distributed?

2. How do different stakeholders ascribe meanings and values 
to the resource(s) in question?

3. What is the policy context? How does it privilege different 
groups? Whose claims are legitimized or undermined?

4. What are the roles of markets and finance in the project? 
How are costs and gains distributed?

5. What forms of resistance and social mobilization coalesce 
around the project? To what aims?

Contextualization:
How does history, discourses (i.e. of sustainability), marketing 

and political economy influence all of the above?



Support for market-based 

environmental management

• Broad-based (multi-stakeholder) appeal

• Incentivize sustainable practices

• Improve efficiency in resource systems & management 
techniques

• Greater flexibility and innovative potential

• Correct market failures by pricing natural capital, 
ecosystem services

• Sustainability, socially inclusive growth, poverty reduction 
& other wins = benefits for all



Critiques of market-based 

environmental management

• Comparative, empirical evidence to support claims?

• Focus on economic benefits of EM neglects important 
dimensions of sustainability – local and global

• Risks: inequitable transfers of control, rights; ‘green grabbing’

• Greening industry or green washing?

• Profound implications for poverty, livelihoods, inequalities

• Public-private coordination & public support needed to 
establish trading schemes, incentives

• Multi-wins difficult to acheive



Mikoko Pamoja
Kwale County, Kenya

•Small-scale, research-intensive, 
community-led ‘blue carbon’ demo
•Funded through sale of voluntary 
project-based CO2 credits

– Conservation activities
– PES scheme

•Piloting incorporation of mangroves 
in REDD+ 
•Goals: 
–Restore degraded mangroves
– Study, preserve and enhance 

biodiversity & mangrove ecology
– Enhance local livelihoods & 

reduce poverty
– Empower women economically 

and in governance 
– Provide education and other 

opportunities to local youth



Co-management and local 
voices in governance

A Mikoko Pamoja Community Based Organization public assembly 
(baraza)  in Gazi village, Kwale County in June 2016





Policy gaps, challenges and precarities

• Policy gaps

– Complexity related to decentralization and Forest Policy reforms

– Co-management agreements lynchpin to community management, but 
out of reach for most forest-dependent communities

– Uncertainty about scalability and viability of national REDD+ strategies

• Mangroves ‘resist’ management efforts, confound project goals

• Broader factors impact success of livelihoods, poverty hazards and 
leakage programmes (e.g. terrorism, collapse of regional tourism)

• CBO crucial to compliance and branding, and their cooperation is 
highly contingent on flow of funds. Precarious!

• The ‘voluntary carbon market’ does not really ‘exist’; rather, 
marketing relations must be constantly maintained through work of 
a variety of stakeholders


